The Rhino & Lion Wildlife Conservation NPO gets
launched with the release of rehabilitated vultures
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(Pty) Ltd, the Tony & Lisette
Lewis Foundation and Natural
Encounters.

Vultures are currently facing
threats such as this poisoning,
habitat destruction, drowning

- In farm reservoirs, lethal elec-

trification on power lines, ille-
gal capture for the making of
traditional medicines and more
recently, for the predicting of the
winning lotto numbers!

In clesing Hern comments
that the Vulture project is the
flagship of the research and re-
habilitation programme, but that
it Is the first of many invaluable

new projects to take place in
the Wildlife NPO pipeline. Look
forward to the next initiative in-
volving White Lions. Walch this
space ...

For further information and/or
interviews, contact:

Mr Ep Hern

Rhino & Lion Nature Reserve
083-250-5887

e-mail: eha@icon.co.za

PHoto: Ken HamiLTon

Ms Kermi WoLTer

Manager: Vulture Programme
Rhino & Lion Wildlife
Conservation: Impacting Soc.
082-808-5113

e-mail: kerri.wolter@gmail.com
Ms MarLene Muir

Public Relations and Marketing

Rhino & Lion Wildlife
Conservation: MaxmnG A pFrerence
084-689-4241

e-mail: rhinolion@mweb.co.za

Friday 16 March 2007 sees
the launch of the Rhino & Lion
Wildlife Conservation NPO. In
the words of Ed Hemn, Founder
of the Rhino & Lion Nature Re-
serve and avid conservationist,
“We need to make a difference
in our world if we want to leave
an ongoing legacy of animal
and bird species for our children
and grandchildren to enjoy; ev-
eryone needs to get involved
and be more informed about
what is happening in the world
around them.”

The surviving six poisoned
African white-backed wultures
were released after having been
treated by Keri Wolter and
Dr Paul Bartels for poisoning
from the preventable disaster
that took place in Delareyville
three weeks ago. This heralds
the successful beginning of the
flagship Vulture Programme,
“Impacting Society.”

Professor Gerry Swan, the
Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary
Science, University of Pretoria
al Onderstepoort and Direc-
tor of the Vulture Conservation
programme as the events guest
speaker comments: “Wildlife is
more often than none the victim
of environmental degradation
and human persecution with

many known examples of di-
sasters that have affected their
livelihood. As scientific and con-
servation communities, we need
to understand the risk imposed
on our wildlife and to respond
appropriately. The response of
these communities to the Asian
vulture crisis is a good example
how scientists and conserva-
tionists from all over the world
have worked together in resolv-
ing the crisis.”

Together with project par-
ners, Rhino & Lion Wildiife con-
servation Vulture Programme
iead by Kerri Wolter, University
of Pretoria, Facully of Veterinary
Sciences by Dr Vinny Naidoo,
BioBank SA/NZG by Dr Paul
Bartels and Gauteng Director-
ate of Nature Conservation,

much work is being done on the
research of Vullures, their flight
pattems, breeding habits, for-
aging ranges to name but a few
areas being addressed. Kerr
Wolter, Manager of the Vulture
Programme feels that Vultures
are just very misundersiood
birds that need to be studiec
and helped. "Just because they
are ngt cute and cuddly, doesn’l
mean they dont need our as-
sistance.”

The Rhino & Lion Wildlife
Conservation Vuliure Pro-
gramme is grateful to our new
project partners in vulture con-
servation, namely: Rand Mer-
chant Bank, Computer Facili-
ties; E Oppenheimer and Son
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